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Re:  Advanced Placement Language and Composition: Summer Reading Requirement 

 

We are pleased that you are challenging yourself by scheduling Advanced Placement 11- Language and 

Composition for the 2022-2023 school year. Please read the following information carefully. 

 

Advanced Placement Language and Composition is an accelerated and challenging course in writing. This 

course will mimic a college-level course; as a result, students should be prepared for a higher level of 

responsibility regarding their studies. As any worthwhile literature permits, the topics we engage in will be 

challenging, thought provoking, and mature. We expect our students to embrace these aspects in order to 

actively participate in discussions and writing activities that form the core of the class.  

 

• Summer reading requirements are due the first day of class.  

• Late work will not be accepted. 
 

Summer Reading will begin the course. You are required to read the text specific to AP Language and 

Composition: The Tipping Point by Malcolm Gladwell. Additionally, you are required to complete a 

minimum of five pages of typed (double-spaced) response. We recommend creating a Google document, 

and we have included journal guidelines for assistance. You should document specific lines of text in order to 

discuss their significance to the piece. Analysis of reoccurring themes or topics is required. You may 

demonstrate critical reading and depth of understanding using connections to other books you’ve read and 

world events that may be occurring or have occurred in the past. Avoid summarizing the text in your 

journal; instead, you should provide analysis and meaningful commentary. We are most interested in hearing 

your voice discussing the impact of the text.  

 

If the above information causes any second thoughts, please contact the Guidance Office at CASH to 

transfer to an English 11(H) section. We look forward to seeing you in August, ready to begin what will 

be a fun and challenging year.  

 



 

JOURNAL RESPONSE GUIDELINES  
 
 

1. Ask questions about parts of the piece that you do not understand on 1st reading. You should 

also hypothesize why you are having trouble with that section(s). 

2. Pose problems/dilemmas that the text suggests to you and hypothesize how they might be 

resolved. 

3. Hypothesize what the author’s purpose may have been in writing the piece and then discuss 

supporting evidence that you select and cite. 

4. Choose an interesting quote and talk about it in relation to a time period: now, the time the 

piece was written, the time in which the piece takes place, or the future. 

5. Choose an interesting quote and talk about it in relation to the events of the piece that come 

before and/or after the quote. 

6. Make comparisons between this and one or more piece of literature, film or music. 

7. Discuss the impact of the author’s writing style (diction, syntax, pattern of development, 

organization, exemplification, etc.) throughout the piece. 

8. Suggest changes and improvements in the piece and support your suggestions. Anticipate 

how these changes would affect the piece.  

9. Suggest applications of the themes/issues in the piece in contemporary life of the 21st 

century. 

10. Compose writing prompt(s) that would promote discussion of the situations and/or themes 

evidenced in the piece. Briefly respond to your prompt(s). 
 

These are just some of the possibilities for “talking to yourself” about your reading. You will not use every type of 

response every time. There will be readings for which you will confine your comments to only one type. Certainly, some 

texts lend themselves to particular types of responses. This type of journal insists that you reflect on your degree of 

understanding of what you have read. It requires that you read recursively.  

 

Recursive reading is a sophisticated process of reading and looking back at what you’ve read, reacting to and evaluating 

that reading, adjusting your understanding, and continuing to read further. It also asks that you make connections 

between what you already know and what the piece offers as new, different from, or as confirmation of your prior 

knowledge. Frequently, your first experience in recursive reading is for mastering highly technical material; however, the 

casual reader who allows for a conversation with oneself in the process of reading will find it more satisfying than just 

plowing through the pages. Often, the process is one that happens in seconds, and you probably already do it without 

realizing. The journal is concrete evidence of that thoughtful conversation.  

 
 Journal Assessment 

✓ “A”   

Entry/ entries show an original viewpoint / or demonstrated an exceptional understanding of text. If an idea is 

presented, it is thoroughly explored and explained. If a question is posed, a hypothesis is provided or a solution is 

posed that indicates the student revisited the text for clarification. Where appropriate, evidence is quoted from the 

text to support student’s statements/opinions.  

✓ “B”  

Entry/ entries demonstrate a general understanding of text. If an idea is presented, it is explored and explained. If a 

question is posed, a hypothesis is provided or a solution is posed. Where appropriate, some evidence is provided 

from the text to support student’s statements/opinions. 

✓ “C”  

Entry/ entries indicate that the student generally understood the text. Ideas are presented but not thoroughly explored 

or explained. Questions/problems are posed without viable solutions to resolve them. 

✓ “D”  

Entry/ entries summarize of the text. Student did not make any connections, question any aspects of the text, or 

explore any ideas in the text. 

✓ “F”  

Entry/ entries do not meet the minimum length requirement.  

 



 

 

 

 


